
 

 
 

DATE    TOPIC     CATECHISM 
 

April 10   The Gospel     #1    
     Johnny Kurcina 
 

April 17    The Problem    #2-5    
     Johnny Kurcina 

 
April 24   The Solution    #5-8   
    Matt Hemsley 
 
May 1   The Savior     #9-10  
    Michael Suderman 
 
May 8   The Response: Repent  #11, 12, 14-15  
Baptisms   Johnny Kurcina 
 
May 15   The Response: Believe  #11, 13, 14-15 
    Johnny Kurcina 
 
May 22   The Promise    #16 
    Johnny Kurcina 
 
May 29   The Path     #17-18 
Confirmations  Bishop John Guernsey 



1. What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is the good news of God loving and saving lost mankind through the ministry in 
word and deed of his Son, Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 15:1-4; Romans 5:15; John 1:12; 1 John 5:11-12) 

 

2. What is the human condition?  
The universal human condition is that, though made for fellowship with our Creator, we have 
been cut off from him by self-centered rebellion against him, leading to guilt, shame, and fear 
of death and judgment. This is the state of sin. (Genesis 3; Romans 3:23) 

 

3. How does sin affect you?  
Sin alienates me from God, my neighbor, God’s good creation, and myself. I am hopeless, guilty, 
lost, helpless, and walking in the way of death. (Isaiah 59:2; Romans 6:23) 

 

4. What is the way of death? 
The way of death is a life empty of God’s love and life-giving Holy Spirit, controlled by things 
that cannot bring me eternal joy, but that lead only into darkness, misery and eternal 
condemnation. (Romans 1:25; Proverbs 14:12; John 8:34) 

 

5. Can you mend your broken relationship with God? 
No. I have no power to save myself, for sin has corrupted my conscience and captured my will. 
Only God can save me. (Ephesians 2:1-9; John 14:6; Titus 3:3-7) 

 

6. What is the way of life? 
The way of life is a life directed toward loving and responding to God the Father and his Son, 
Jesus Christ, in the power of God’s indwelling Holy Spirit, and leading to eternal life. (John 
14:23-26; Colossians 1:9-12; Ephesians 5:1-2; Romans 12:9-21) 

 

7. What does God want to give you?  
God wants to reconcile me to himself, to free me from captivity to sin, to fill me with knowledge 
of him, to make me a citizen of his Kingdom, and to enable me to worship, serve, and glorify 
him now and forever. (1 John 5:11-12; 1 Corinthians 5:19; Ephesians 2:19; 3:19; Colossians 1:9) 

 

8. How does God save you? 
 God saves me by grace, which is his undeserved love given to me in and through Jesus. “God 

so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) 

 

9. Who is Jesus Christ? 
Jesus is my Savior, fully divine and fully human. He bore my sins, dying in my place on the cross, 
then rose from the dead to rule as anointed king over me and all creation. (Colossians 1:15-26) 
 

10. Is there any other way of salvation? 
 No. The Apostle Peter said of Jesus, “There is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12). Jesus is the 

only one who can save me and reconcile me to God. (1 Timothy 2:5) 



 

11. How should you respond to the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 
I should repent of my sins and put faith in Jesus Christ as my Savior and my Lord. (Romans  

 10:9-10; Acts 16:31) 
 

12. What does it mean for you to repent? 
 To repent means that I have a change of heart, turning from sinfully serving myself to serving 

God as I follow Jesus Christ. I need God’s help to make this change. (Acts 2:38; 3:19) 
 

13. What does it mean for you to have faith? 
 To have faith means that I believe the Gospel is true; I acknowledge that Jesus died for my sins 

and rose from the dead to rule over me; I entrust myself to him as my Savior; and I obey him 
as my Lord. As the Apostle Paul said, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

 

14. How may a person repent and place faith in Jesus Christ? 
 Anyone may repent and place their faith in Jesus Christ at any time. One way to do this is by 

sincerely saying a prayer similar to the Prayer of Repentance and Faith given above. (John 
15:16; Acts 16:31-34; Romans 10:9; Hebrews 12:12) 

 

15. What should you do once you have turned to God for salvation in repentance and faith? 
 If I have not already been baptized, following proper instruction, I should be baptized into the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and thus into membership in his Body, the Church. 
(Matthew 28:19-20; 1 Corinthians 12:13) 

 

16. What does God grant in saving you? 
 God grants me reconciliation with him (2 Corinthians 5:17-19), forgiveness of sins (Colossians 

1:13-14), adoption into his family (Galatians 4:4-7), citizenship in his Kingdom (Ephesians 2:19-
21, Philippians 3:20), union with him in Christ (Romans 6:3-5), new life in the Holy Spirit (Titus 
3:4-5), and the promise of eternal life (John 3:16; 1 John 5:12).  

 

17. What does God desire to accomplish in your life in Christ? 
 God desires to transform me into the image of Jesus Christ my Lord, by the power of his Holy 

Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 

18. How does God transform you? 
 He will transform me over time through corporate and private worship, prayer, and Bible 

reading; fellowship with God’s people; pursuit of holiness of life; witness toward those who do 
not know Christ; and acts of love toward all. The first Christians set this pattern as they 
“devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.” (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 

 
 



TO BE A CHRISTIAN  
(An Anglican Catechism) 

 

PART I: BEGINNING WITH CHRIST 
 

The Gospel 
You need to be clear from the beginning that God 
creates human beings for intimacy with himself; 
but no one naturally fulfills this purpose. We are 
all out of step with God. In Bible language, we are 
sinners, guilty before God and separated from 
him. Life in Christ is, first and foremost, God 
taking loving action to remedy a dire situation. 
 

The key facts of this divine remedy, which the 
Bible calls the Gospel (meaning “good news”), are 
these: God the Father sent his eternal Son into 
this world to reconcile us sinners to him, and to 
preserve and prepare us for his glory in the life to 
come. Born of the Virgin Mary through the Holy 
Spirit, the Son, whose human name is Jesus, lived 
a perfect life, died a criminal’s death as a sacrifice 
for our sins, and rose from the grave to rule as 
Christ (meaning “the Anointed”) on his Father’s 
behalf in the Kingdom of God. Now reigning in 
heaven, he continues to draw sinners to himself 
through communication of the Gospel here on 
earth. He enables us by the Holy Spirit to turn 
whole-heartedly from our sinful and self-
centered ways (repentance) and to entrust 
ourselves to him to live in union and communion 
with him (faith).  
 

In spiritual terms, self-centeredness is the way of 
death, and fellowship with Christ is the way of 
life. Holy Baptism, the rite of entry into the 
Church’s fellowship, marks this transition from 
death to life in Christ. The Apostle Peter said, as 
he proclaimed the Gospel on Pentecost morning: 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to himself” (Acts 
2:38-39). 
 

God the Father calls us to himself through God 
the Son. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). As we come to the 
Father through Jesus Christ, we experience the 
unconditional and transforming love of God. 
 

God the Son calls us to believe in him. After Jesus 
was raised from the dead, one of his followers 
named Thomas said that he would only believe if 
he could see Jesus and touch his wounds. Jesus 
later appeared, held out his hands, and told 
Thomas to put his finger in the wounds. Thomas 
then exclaimed, “My Lord and my God” (John 
20:28). We may understand a great deal about 
Jesus, as Thomas did before this encounter, but 
that is not the same as personally believing in 
Jesus as our Lord and God. We can attend church 
services and do many good things without 
knowing the risen Jesus. Knowing Jesus as Savior 
and Lord means personally believing in him, 
surrendering our lives to him, and living as his 
joyful followers. 
 

God the Holy Spirit enlightens our minds and 
hearts to believe in Jesus, and gives us spiritual 
birth and life as we do. Our loving Father will “give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him” (Luke 
11:13). As we place our faith in Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit comes to live in us and wonderfully 
provides us with power and gifts for life and 
ministry as Jesus’ disciples.
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